
 
 

Teaching Portfolio 
3.2018 

 
Dr YANG Peidong 

Lecturer 
Humanities and Social Studies Education (HSSE) Academic Group  

National Institute of Education 
Nanyang Technological University, Singapore 

 
CONTENTS 

1. Teaching statement 
1.1 Teaching philosophy  
1.2 Teaching values  
1.3 Teaching practices 

2. Courses taught  
3. SFT highlights and teaching reflections 
4. Key teaching innovations 
5. Curricular leadership 

5.1 Online Content Upgrade Course for PGDE Students (SS) 
5.2 Issue Investigation  
5.3 MOOC on Globalization 

 

  



1 
 

1. Teaching statement 

1.1 Teaching philosophy  

As a social studies teacher-educator with a sociological background, I would 
describe the cornerstone of my teaching philosophy as a critical perspective on 
society and social issues. Such a critical perspective involves, among other things, 
the abilities to suspend judgement, to see things from multiple perspectives, to 
question others’ as well as one’s own assumptions, and to apply rigorous analysis 
based on evidence and logic.  

When translated into teaching, this means encouraging students not to see society 
and societal issues in black and white; not to give in to popular/populist discourses; 
but to view them as complex matters having multiple dimensions, ambiguities, and 
contradictions. This ability to appreciate the complexity of society and societal 
issues and to analyze them critically is, for me, the ultimate objective of social 
studies education. Accordingly, in my teaching, I emphasize empowering students 
to inquire about society and social issues for themselves. I see myself as a Socratic 
guide or a curator of sociological knowledge who sparks students’ curiosity, shows 
them the way, and provides them with the roadmap and the intellectual toolkit to 
brave their own paths in social/sociological inquiries. To this end, I am committed 
to a deeply student-centered style of teaching that is not only interactive and 
participatory, but also fundamentally empowering for the learners.  

More specifically, my teaching is guided by the following sets of values and 
practices that are closely interrelated.  

 

1.2 Teaching values 

Knowledge. For any teacher/educator, solid knowledge in their relevant academic 
discipline(s) or field(s) constitutes the bedrock of their practice. I am committed to 
constant self-upgrading in order to maintain a strong and relevant knowledge basis 
to back up my teaching of academic content.  

Passion/Enthusiasm. As an educator, I believe it is very important that I convey my 
passion/enthusiasm for my discipline/field to the students. Passion/enthusiasm is 
“infectious”: a passionate/enthusiastic teacher is able to demonstrate to students 
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the intellectual pleasure and satisfaction of thinking and inquiring; and this often 
results in a higher level of student engagement as well as more effective learning.  

Partnership. Echoing Paulo Freire’s dialogical view of pedagogy, I strongly believe 
in treating students as partners in the enterprise of learning, instead of passive 
recipients of handouts. A teacher can never be all-knowing, and students certainly 
have important observations/insights despite their supposed knowledge deficit. 
Treating students as junior partners in a shared journey of learning empowers them 
and gives them a sense of ownership of their learning. 

Care/concern for students’ learning. A genuinely student-centered educator 
shows care and concern for students’ learning. Indeed, I believe that a teacher’s 
value is only validated in and through the student’s learning. Accordingly, I believe 
in constantly checking students’ understanding, and in adjusting teaching 
strategies to ensure optimal learning outcome. I believe in trying my best to make 
myself available to students. I also believe in, to the extent possible, paying 
attention to individual students – their individual interests, opinions, experiences, 
and struggles. 

 

1.3 Teaching practices 

Questioning. To fulfill my vision of cultivating active learners capable of critical and 
independent thinking, I believe in questioning as a key strategy to induce active 
thinking from students. When asked questions by students, instead of providing 
them an answer straightway, I often question them back in order to guide them 
towards arriving at an answer by themselves.  

Discussion. Discussion is central to my teaching practice. The kinds of competence 
that social studies education aims to develop in students – such as logical reasoning, 
critical thinking, evaluating opinions, etc. – are often best developed through peer 
discussion. Discussion also empowers students, and reinforces the spirit of 
participation and engagement, which are core values underlying social studies 
education.  

Creating optimal learning environment. Lively discussion, and participatory 
learning in general, depends on a safe and open learning environment in which 
students feel comfortable voicing their views in front of their instructor and peers. 



3 
 

In my teaching, I strive to create an environment where students feel that their 
views are listened to and respected.  

Clarity. One essential quality of an effective teacher is the ability to explain complex 
theories/concepts/ideas to students in clear and simple ways without being 
simplistic. In my teaching, I try my best to use interesting and relevant real-life 
examples to render abstract ideas concrete, so as to help student understand 
better.  

Appropriate resources. Last but not least, I believe that discussion/question-
centered pedagogies can be effectively complemented by the use of 
appropriate/high-quality teaching resources. Such resources include not only 
carefully selected textual/audio-visual materials, but also purposefully created 
worksheets and lecture notes. When well made, such teaching resources add 
tremendous value to students’ learning.  

 

2. Courses taught (since joining NIE 12.2016) 

Pre-service (with SFT reports) 

AAL10B Identities in a Diverse World (Jan 2017) 

HS2015 Education and Society (Jan 2017) (NTU Sociology) 

AAL10D Globalisation: Examining Interconnectedness (July 2017) 

Ongoing  

AAL10B Identities in a Diverse World (Jan 2018) 

MAS981 Critical Thinking and Writing in the Humanities (Jan 2018) 

Consultancy for MOE  

QUL511 Sociologies of Governance, Diversity and Globalization for Social 
Studies Teachers (Dec 2017) 

In-service 

IH2222 Design of Issue Investigation 
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3. SFT (student feedback on teaching) highlights and teaching reflections 

Criticality/Critical thinking Reflections 
Examples from SFT: 
AAL10D 
“The fact that his questions stimulates discussions to go on in class and more often than 
not, it encourages critical thinking and allowing us to learn things on a deeper level” (#8) 
“Teaching shows clear relevance to module theme, brings about critical thinking and 
analysis rather than merely description” (#21) 

HS2015 
“Knowledge of the subject matter and enthusiasm in teaching the course, also in depth 
discussion of key theories and concepts that are important for the course. Critical 
perspectives in education allowed for a fresh way of looking at something we tend to 
take for granted” (#19) 
“Engaging and encourages critical thinking.” (#34) 
“Prof Peidong always present ideas and arguments that allow students to have room 
for their own ideas. He helped me alot in critical thinking.” (#37) 
“It also encourages critical thinking without providing the actual answers, in a sense 
the class encourages how to think and not what to think” (#40) 
“Furthermore, he challenges us to engage in material critically and more regularly than 
other lectures. Most of all, he is enthusiastic in his work and his passion is 
inspirational.” (#45) 
“he also brings in critical points for discussion and his point of view when teaching 
instead of simply explaining the theories which makes learning the topic more 
interesting.” (#64) 
“like how he is really knowledgeable about what he's teaching and how he inspires 
critical thought in students.” (#70) 

Students, 
particularly those 
who took my 
HS2015 Education 
and Society, have 
acknowledged that 
my teaching 
encourages critical 
thinking.  
 
I’m heartened by 
this feedback and 
aim to keep up this 
aspect of my 
teaching.  

 

Knowledge Reflections 
In the qualitative feedback on “what do you like best about 
the instructor” obtained from AAL10B, HS2015, and AAL10D, 
there were no less than 25 mentions about my knowledge. 
 
Examples from SFT: 
AAL10B 
“He is very enthusiastic and knowledgable about the content.” (#4) 
“His enthusiasm and his vast knowledge about seemingly EVERYTHING” (#6) 
AAL10D 
“Interactive and knowledgeable on his subject content” (#11) 
“Other than his wealth of knowledge, I like Dr Yang's humility the best. It was shown 
not only in our class but also in AAL10A Government and Politics class where he sat 
in for guest lecturers.” (#20) 
HS2015 
“He displays great confidence and content knowledge with the subject material.” (#20) 
“He is equipped with a wide vast of knowledge on many countries which is a great eye 
opener for me.” (#36) 

I’m humbled by 
students’ positive 
feedback on my 
content knowledge.  
 
I aim to continue to 
build my content 
expertise. 
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Passion/Enthusiasm Reflections 
In the qualitative feedback on “what do you like best about 
the instructor” obtained from AAL10B, HS2015, and AAL10D, 
there were no less than 24 mentions about my “passion” 
and/or “enthusiasm”. There were no less than 19 mentions 
about my teaching being “engaging”.  
 
Examples from SFT: 
AAL10B 
“Dr Yang is passionate about his subject and he facilitate well in discussion.” (#15) 
AAL10D 
“Extremely passionate, patient, knowledgeable, caring & understanding with regards to 
students and lessons.” (#21) 
HS2015 
“Most of all, he is enthusiastic in his work and his passion is inspirational.” (#45) 
“He is very knowledgeable and he displays strong passion and interest when giving his 
lectures. The passion encourages students to listen and pay attention.” (#59) 

I’m heartened to 
learn that students 
acknowledge my 
passion for my 
discipline/field.   
 
I aim to continue to 
inspire students by 
conveying my 
passion/enthusiasm 
for my 
discipline/field.  

 

Partnership Reflections 
Examples from SFT: 
AAL10B 
“he is also very open to different perspectives and treats us all as respectable 
individuals.” (#12) 
AAL10D 
“He takes the effort to understand each of our viewpoints and adopts a very personal 
approach to teaching, remembering what each student has said before and relating 
back to itso as to better facilitate their learning” (#13) 
“He keeps it student-led and allows us to clarify when we are confused” (#22) 
HS2015 
“He is open to many new ideas and is willing to consider our feedback” (#25) 
“Prof Peidong always present ideas and arguments that allow students to have room 
for their own ideas.” (#37) 
“His openness to ideas from students…” (#47) 

It is clear that 
students appreciate 
being treated as 
partners in learning.  
 
This is a welcome 
validation of this 
teaching value of 
mine. I aim to 
continue to uphold 
this value.  

 

Care/concern for students’ learning Reflections 
Examples from SFT: 
AAL10D 
“…he is very concern about our learning as well. He constantly check on our 
understanding and make sure we clear our doubts.” (#7) 
“…he is really interested about our learning and whether we understand the concepts. 
He takes time to explain the difficult concepts till we understand” (#9) 
HS2015 
“He makes the content relatable to everyone and understands the concerns of the 
average student.” (#2) 
“He provides a wide variety of examples and is very intuitive in knowing which parts 
students need further elaboration on without us speaking up every time.” (#66) 

These are welcome 
validations of this 
teaching value of 
mine. I aim to 
continue to uphold 
this value. 
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Questioning Reflections 
Examples from SFT: 
AAL10B 
“makes you really think about current and pressing issues in the world.” 
(#14) 
AAL10D 
“Very engaging, he makes you think on the spot.” (#4) 
“The fact that his questions stimulates discussions to go on in class and 
more often than not, it encourages critical thinking and allowing us to learn 
things on a deeper level” (#8) 
“I enjoy what we learn in classes, I like classes because it stretches my 
thinking and I feel like I'm learning what I wanted to and expected to.” (#12) 

A number of students affirmed 
the ways in which I use 
questioning to stretch their 
thinking / make them think on 
the spot. It is heartening to see 
that students in fact welcome 
being pushed/stretched. In 
future, I hope to continue to use 
questioning to make students 
independent thinkers.  

 

Discussion Reflections 
Examples from SFT: 
AAL10B 
“His approach in delivering content along with sharing through discussions in the 
class is quite effective. Able to link to relevant issues in Singapore and around the 
world. Overall a very effective lecturer !” (#13) 
“I like the idea of the flipped classroom, where we are motivated to read the 
readings before class and reflect on what we have read and share any experiences 
that we have been through/ knowledge that we have come across. I also prefer the 
modification where Prof Yang slightly combined the sharing session with the lecture 
itself so it is more directed at our queries, saves time and consolidate our learning 
more effectively. Thanks prof! Enjoyed the lectures and tutorials every week!” (#16) 

AAL10D 
 “His teaching style is good too, I like that we have a lot of discussion in class.” (#12) 
“…the way he starts, guide and conclude discussions is very effective and 
comprehensive. He understands our questions, provide his own input and open it up 
for discussion in a seamless manner. He then focuses on the main point that we 
need to look out for in his slides.” (#19) 
HS2015 
“he allows for discussion in class and is very interactive even in lectures.” (#42) 

Discussion was used 
more extensively in 
AAL10B and AAL10D 
as these two courses 
had smaller class sizes 
and I adopted the 
SASS (something to 
ask; something to 
share) discussion 
format.  
It is clear that 
students appreciated 
and felt they 
benefited from 
discussion.  

 

Creating optimal learning environment Reflections 
Examples from SFT: 
AAL10B 
“He creates an open and comfortable learning environment that enables one to be 
comfortable to share freely.” (#7) 
AAL10D 
“Prof Yang encourages everyone to speak up and contribute in his class which creates 
a very safe learning environment.” (#16) 
HS2015 
“How he is able to keep the lecture informal and easy going which creates a good 
environment for us to learn” (#55) 

These are welcome 
validations of this 
teaching practice of 
mine.  
 
I aim to continue to 
uphold this practice. 
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Clarity Reflections 
In the qualitative feedback on “what do you like best about 
the instructor” obtained from AAL10B, HS2015, and AAL10D, 
there were no less than 17 positive comments on how my 
explanation (through relatable/relevant real-life examples) 
helped students understand abstract concepts/theories 
better. 
 
Examples from SFT: 
AAL10B 
“ideas are explained extremely clearly and with interesting examples.” (#12) 
AAL10D 
“He presents the concepts clearly…” (#6) 
“He is very in-depth with his explanations and he does not just repeat his explanations 
if we do not understand, but tries to explain it in a different way, which makes me 
understand.” (#15) 
“He teaches in a very clear manner and is very humble in the sense that he does not 
fault us for what we do not know, but rather encourages us to delve further into the 
subject by building upon what we know.” (#18) 
HS2015 
“he is very knowledgeable and teaches in a manner that is easy to understand” (#1) 
“He uses real-life examples to illustrate a point which makes understanding easier” (#4) 
“It is very lively and full of exemple to make us understand the subject and the theories 
linked to it more easily.” (#13) 
“He gives multiple relevant examples when explaining concepts and simplifies them” 
(#49) 
“Prof helps to summarise key points from readings and explains them well during his 
lecture which is not commonly done by other profs.” (#60) 
“I enjoy his style of teaching. He provides many relevant examples and is able to 
effectively explain and elaborate his points.” (#64) 

These are welcome 
validations of this 
teaching practice of 
mine.  
 
I aim to continue to 
develop a wide 
repertoire of 
concrete real-life 
examples with 
which I can illustrate 
abstract concepts 
and theories.  
 
In my most recent 
run of AAL10B (Jan 
2018), I was 
heartened to see my 
students trying their 
best to illustrate 
theories with real-
life examples as 
well.  

 

Appropriate resources Reflections 
In the qualitative feedback on “what do you like best 
about the instructor” obtained from AAL10B, 
HS2015, and AAL10D, there were no less than 15 
positive comments on my use of appropriate 
resources to enhance students’ learning.  
 
Examples from SFT: 
AAL10B 
“Great resources and readings that are useful in expanding my knowledge 
and aiding my learning.” (#9) 
“Slides are clearly formatted and lecture is well enunciated.” (#11) 
AAL10D 
“Clear and engaging delivery of lesson, using appropriate and 
comprehensive online material (slides) to supplement lessons.” (#5) 

These are welcome 
validations of this teaching 
practice of mine. 
 
I believe one strength of my 
teaching is that I use 
diagrams and mind maps 
whenever possible to help 
students understand 
concepts and issues better. 
 
While such a practice may be 
more prevalent in some other 
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HS2015 
“He has very deep knowledge about the course and I think anyone can tell 
that he has meticulously prepared the materials for the lecture. Keep it up(:” 
(#11) 
“Well prepared lecture outline which includes personal stories, ppt slides and 
videos. Overall, i enjoyed the lessons.” (#16) 
“love the fact that he has slides and that he uploads his slides! I find 
lectures without slides very difficult to follow, so to me, Prof Yang's lecture 
is really structured and easy to understand. He stays on track with the 
lecture, I get to take down a lot of notes, and overall, I really enjoy myself. I 
really like that he went through all the theories as well. 
I think this is one of the lectures where I can stay awake without coffee.” 
(#31) 
“like the comprehensive methods of teaching and the very insightful lecture 
slides that allow us to understand more about the readings.” (#71) 

disciplines, to my knowledge 
it is less usual in sociology. 
 
Based on student feedback, it 
is clear that they appreciated 
and felt they benefited from 
this practice of mine.  
 
Below are some examples 
from my lecture slides.  

 

 
Explaining “structure and agency” (HS2015)              Course knowledge map (HS2015) 

 

Course knowledge map (AAL10D)                               Design social research (AAL10B) 

 

Areas for improvement Reflections 
Across the three courses with SFTs so far (AAL10B, HS2015, AAL10D), student 
comments/suggestions for improvement can be sorted into three categories:  
1. Course intensity – amount of work 
and level of difficulty 
 

It seems the “complaints” about course 
intensity mainly came from students in 
AAL10B (Jan 2017). Students found some of 
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Examples from SFT: 
AAL10B 
“Initially I felt that the module was quite demanding eg 
requiring 4 presentations, tutorials. As the week go 
along I found that it was quite manageable. However, i 
feel that the readings are quite difficult to understand 
especially since this is a Year 1 module.” (#1) 
“maybe if some of the readings were easier to 
understand” (#6) 
“A 3k research paper is challenging for first year 
students.” (#8) 
“Too many coursework” 
“perhaps in terms of the workload, since this is a year 1 
course, for more guidance/rubrics for the presentation 
and a less lengthy research paper.” (#11) 
“Please try to reduce the length of readings! In addition, 
the number of Mini-lectures can be reduced (although it 
is already reduced by 1) as we require the time used to 
prepare for 
the mini-lectures for the readings” (#12) 
“lesser coursework and readings” (#13) 
HS2015 
“Some readings are a bit too long.” (#40) 
“I suggest fewer readings and faster uploading of his 
readings and pre-uploading of his slides so we can read 
in advance.” (#69) 
AAL10D 
“Sometimes what he teaches is really high level which 
can be really difficult to understand” (#9) 
“I think maybe his explanations are little too advanced for 
some of us, who may not have a background of the topic, 
to understand.” (#10) 
 

the readings a bit too challenging, and that 
there were too much coursework. This was 
admittedly so, because in addition to a 3000-
word essay, I also asked teams of students to 
make two presentations throughout the 
course. In the second and current run of 
AAL10B, I revamped the syllabus, reducing 
the number of readings as well as 
presentations so that students could focus. 
(Indeed, regarding AAL10D, which was talk 
July 2017, there were already very few 
“complaints” about the amount of work.) 
However, I do think the 3000-words essay is 
justifiable, because I am now using AAL10B 
as the opportunity to get students to 
experience designing and executing their 
own research. A 3000-word essay will allow 
them enough space to conduct a solid study 
that will prepare them better for SS Issue 
Investigation.  
 
In future, my will pay more attention to the 
amount of work/assignments as well as the 
level of difficulty so that it is at an optimal 
level where students are challenged but not 
demoralized.  

2. Speech speed  
 
Up to two thirds of students who took 
HS2015 gave the feedback that I talked 
too fast when lecturing. They 
requested that I slow down my speech 
speed as well as the pace of the 
lecture.  

Interestingly, not a single student from 
AAL10B or AAL10D raised the issue of speech 
speed. Thus, I surmise that talking fast was a 
habit that I had when giving a lecture to a 
large number of students (more than 100 
students were registered for HS2015). I seem 
to manage speech speed and lesson pace 
better when it is a seminar/discussion style 
lesson. In future, if and when I lecture, I shall 
pay more attention to my speech speed.  

3. Specific suggestions 
Discussion sometimes has the 
tendency to go off the tangent. 
Caution should be exercised to guard 
against deviation from the focus of the 
lesson.  

Because I try my very best to be responsive 
to each student’s question/comment during 
discussion, there is indeed a tendency for the 
discussion to be taken to different directions, 
and hence lose focus. In future execution of 
discussions, I would use a list of guiding 



10 
 

themes/questions to remind myself of the 
agenda of discussion. However, I would not 
release this list to students in order not to 
stifle their independent thinking.  

Given the complexity of assigned 
readings, some form of assistance 
(such as summary, concept map, 
guiding questions) should be provided 
to help students read more effectively 
and with targets in mind.  

This is a good suggestion that I would like to 
take up in future. With some of the difficult 
readings, I could see how students struggled 
and got lost in them. On hindsight, it would 
really have helped to provide them some 
kind of guidance in how to read them.  

 

4. Key teaching innovations  

Reformed SASS learning cycle 

As stated above, I strongly believe in using discussion-centric pedagogies for 
content courses. Since joining NIE/HSSE, I have built into all my courses (AAL10B & 
AAL10D) an element called “Something to Ask, Something to Share” (SASS). 
Combining the ideas of a flipped classroom and team-based learning (TBL), SASS 
requires the students to complete readings on their own, and then come up with 
some questions to ask and something to share relating to or inspired by the 
readings. During the face-to-face class, the instructor invites each student team 
(approx. 4 people) to first discuss their individual SASS within the team and then 
come up with a collective SASS. Subsequently, the instructor facilitates an inter-
team discussion.  

In the most recent iteration of the SASS based learning, I reformed the weekly 
learning cycle, so that now in the weekly face-to-face lesson, a student team will 
first provide a “Baseline Lecture” (BL), and then facilitate intra- and then inter-team 
SASS discussion. The BL serves to provide a baseline common understanding of the 
basic concepts and theories pertaining to the topic, and allows the subsequent 
SASS discussions to be more productive. Finally, I provide a “Clardificatory Lecture” 
(CL) that addresses misunderstandings or unanswered points in the students’ BL 
and SASS discussions. The CL serves to consolidate the students’ learning, and also 
as a platform to deepen students’ learning.  



11 
 

 

 

 

5 Curricular leadership 

5.1 Online Content Upgrade Course for PGDE students (SS) 

To address the PGDE SS student-teachers’ need for academic content upgrading, 
I took the lead to develop from scratch QUL511 Sociologies of Governance, Diversity 
and Globalization for Social Studies Teachers, an online course that enables PGDE 
students to enhance their content mastery in the areas of social studies through 
self-directed learning. The course adopts a “quest-based approach”, and features 
tasks such as online discussion and debate to make learning effective and engaging 
for students.  

 

I have also painstakingly made a total of more than 300 minutes of video lectures 
to accompany the course.  
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After the conclusion of the course, I conducted a course evaluation survey, and 
produced a detailed report (see Appendix I in this portfolio), identifying strengths, 
issues, and future actions.   

 

5.2 Issue Investigation 

    The Social Studies syllabus introduced in 2016 emphasizes inquiry-based learning, 
with Issues Investigation being an important component. However, SS teachers in 
schools often struggle with operationalizing Issue Investigation for students. Since 
joining HSSE, I have assumed a leading role in developing and conducting in-service 
workshops that help teachers familiarize with the processes of issue investigation, 
and more effectively design Issue Investigation projects for students in their 
respective schools. Apart from examining the principles and theories underpinning 
social research, the workshop also uses concreate examples of research questions 
and research design (from my own research) to illustrate how issue investigation 
can be adequately but also feasibly carried out in the context of the school.   
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5.3 MOOC (Massive Online Open Course) on Globalization 

Working closely with IN-Learning, I am currently in the process of creating a 
MOOC entitled “Globalization: An Introduction”.  

 

 

 

  


